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Profiteers—and Farmers
Denunciation of war profiteering and

| planters,

profitesring these days and altogether too
little attention on the part of any one class
in the community to keeping prices at a
minimum, It does not behoove the wheat
growers to asperse the patriotism of any
other citizens, particularly until the wheat
leaves their bins more freely than it ls
moving at present.

Merchants and manufacturers, great
corporations and their highly skilled and
highly paid executives, are as necessary
to the successful prosecution of America’s
war &8 the wheat growers and the cotton
The country has no more use
for a profiteer farmer than for a profiteer
steel man. The abolishment of profiteer-
ing in all lines will come sooner and more
certainly if the problem can be atfacked
without rancor and downright
demagogy.

class

By All Means a Recount

Mayor Mitchel’s quiet application for a
recount of the ballots in the Republican
primary, made while his opponent was still
talking about one but had not taken the
course open to him under the law, should
effectunlly remove this s a political issue.
The Mavor has gone about the affair in his
usual straightforward and manly fashion,

If the Republicans of the city nominated

comebody else, he says, he certainly doesn’t
want his name to appear on the ballots as

the Republican candidate; he desires noth-

ing to which he is not entitled, and he will
have no nomination to which there is a
shadow of doubt attached.

demands for general pnce-ﬁxing.. mrmr'ug With the Mitchel lead cut down as it
simultaneously from two such widely dif-/y . Gy o0, by the latest returns, it is a good
fering bodies as the Chamber of Com-| 4.0 ¢) nave an official inspection of the |
merce of the United States and the farm- ja)1ots, If there was crockedness in the
ers’ convention engineered by the Non- yrimaries—for which the present syatem|
Partisan League at Sf. Paul, testify elo-| leaves slight opportunity—or if there were
quently to the determination of the coun- | errors which would change the result, the|
try at large that there shall be no “goulash | fact should be disclosed. 1f Mr. Bennett|
barons” here. It is excellent that these |Teally won the nomination Mayor Mitchel

emen' $ r nt on a policy of | would be the last man to wish to obtain an |
. - i e g L scrpid | advantage through crookedness or error.!

such vital 1mpo.rtance s tI!a Eniy at|and no supporter of his could deem & sit-
this time. But it could be wished t?"“ the  ation advantageous to his candidacy
farmers’ advocacy of it did not spring &P-|hich gives opportunity for reiteration of
parently from vindictiveness. 'a cry of fraud. A recount will put an end

in still to come. How cure ourselves of
these rural slums? By realizing that there
i an economic deadline for country dis-
tricts, precisely as for factory workers, for
the chief thing., Meantime, let us not over-
look the good work that conseription does
in quickening spirits from Sebec to Santa
Barbara.

“War Food” and How to Get It

Why not “war restaurants”? And
“war food stores”? Mr. Hoover's exhorta-
tions to abstain from white bread two
days a week or at one meal each day
have the approval of all good citizens.
Many housewives have posted the Hoover
rules in their kitchens. But then the
trouble begins. Where is the housewife
going to get at a reasonable price the sub-
]alitutts for white bread which the food
| hoards recommend to her?
| Even before the need for saving wheat
[flour arose the public was assured that
[ white flour was a luxury, and that it was
idistinctly inferior to unwhitened flour in
nutritive value, White bread, we were told,
‘was sold on its looks, just as white eggs
bring a much higher city price than brown
egps do. .

Most gensible people are willing to eat
whole wheat bread, or even “war" bread,
not only @s a matter of patriotic duty, but
on the assurance that it has a greater food
value. But so perverse are the purveyors
of foodstuffs that they have never been
willing to push the sale of the more

'wholesoma and naturally cheaper dark
breads. Whole wheat bread, instead of
beine treated as a non-fashionable though
superior substitute for whitened bread, has
been sold at the same price as whitened
bread, on the pretext that it must also be
considered a luxury because so few people
eat it.

One way to save wheat is to make real
war bread and sell it at a cheaper price
than the bleached white bread. Another
way is to sell corn bread instead of white
bread and cornmeal instead of flour. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans would

$3 Opera for $6

A Comparison of Present Singers

With the Giants of Old

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Az an attendant at opera whenever
1 deem the musical fare promised warrants
the expenditura demanded, 1 have been much
interested In the letters In your papar dis-
cussing $1 opern and possible compaetition
with the Metropolitan. ®3oth seem to me
desirable, If possible. The reason & §i
charge seems deairable is that in my judg-
ment this eity now has $3 opera most of
the time, but the box ol'l'lsl asks $6 for or-
chestra tickets,

That statement implies standards and com-
parisons. 1 am not yet in the armchair-by-
' the-fireside stage of life, but I can remember

back a decads or twe. Tha roster at the

Metropolitan in that period ineluded the do
| Reszkes, Plangon, Nordica, Fames, Melba,
' Calvé, Sembrich, Schumann-Heink, Dippel,
| Fdythe Walker, Ternina, Fremstad, Van Rooy,
| Hurgstaller, Bispham-—not all at one time,

naturally, but I recall an all-star production
of “Huguenots” in Mr. Grau's time which
presented the de Rezkes and Plancon, Nor-
dica, Sembrich and one or two other eminent
| artists whose names have escaped ma at the
moment. A cast comparable to that is not
remotely within the range of the Metropoli-
tan's poseibilities to-day. Yot orchestra
chalrs then cost only 8.

At present we are not without stars, and

| not without a very few sterling artists. But
| the two singers who according to popular
cxteem and hox office takings really deserve
to be called “stara®—Caruso and Farrar—
date back to 1005 and 1806, respectively, if
my memory is correct. Most of the singers
brought here in the last four or five years
liave been of the routine type familiar in the
| smaller European opera houses, They have
not had the artistic reputation and stature
of thoss of the old days, nor have they in
rost cases had the fresh, golden voices of
| youth—the “voice with the velvet,” as the
| Itallans phrase it—which alone might ecom-
ensate for lack of those other qualifications.
I want to be perfectly fair. Let me say,
| therefore, that if the singers of this day
cannot compare with those of fifteen years
| ugo, the orchestra 'itself is better, though
| tha condoetors of recent years, save

How Germany Treats French Prisoners
By General André Cherfils

I have just returned from Switzerland, 1
went thers to see a soldier who was wounded
by an explosive bullet, and who, after three
grava illnesses, was deliverad to = Bwinn
internment camp. I have heard not only his
story, but the stories of several of his com-
rades, | am going to write the easential pas-
sages those which are impersonal and have
a genernl significance. They will constitute
a falthful picturs of the régime under which
our men suffer in Germany.

But first of all, I must expreas for them
their gratitude for the affectionate and de-
voted care which they have received in Switz-
erland. They are being born again there.
After having been treated mors harshly than
animals, they are astonished at being treated
once more as human heings,

I shall deseribe’the thres suceesnive régimes
to which our men have been subjected: The
ordinary eamp, reprisal treatment in Poland
and reprisal treatment on the Western front

The Ordinary Camp

This is the way things are done at the Stutt-
gart camps, where two brutes hold sway—-
Feldwebels Nirngarten and Aichinger. Men
wers punished there with imprisonment for
trifies; and the duys of the prizon sentence
are multiplied automatically three times by
the commandant of the camp. Daily exercise
waus varied with barbarous innovations. Onee,
in a glacial cold, the feldwehel kept them
for half &n hour at attention uhsolutely
;Immoblle. Another fime ha made them lie
| down in the mud. The rations were: In the
| morning a boiled black water, misnamed cof-
| fee, made of barley; at midday, soup; in the
!evminl. another soup made of French con-
! parves, stolen out of the prisoners’ packages.
All the boxes of conserves were opened under
the pretaxt of looking in them for papers ex-
horting the prisoners to apply sabotage to
the crops. The ration eof bread was about
three hundred grammes & day. Our soldiers,
| eapecially those without means, were able to |

Tos- | live only by virtus of the forty-eight biscuits | fo

gladly eat corn bread if they had an op-| .qinini and Hertz, have not been glants. | (two kilos and & half & week) sent weekly by

portunity to do so. But outside the South
its use is rare, and has been frowned upon

by the flour dealers and bakers. Comn

This particular group of farmers, to
judge by the tenor of the addresces made
ut its convention, views itself in the light
of & victim of the price-fixing already be-
gun by the government. These men say.
in effect: “We've been hard hit; our profits
have been taken. Take everybody else's!
Conscript wealth! Take all incomes over
$100,000! Wipe out the soft-handed ex-
ploiters who wave flags but keep lobbyists
st Washington to help them rob the toilers,
We are feeding the country and the army
while they are rolling up fortunes. We
will not submit to being the only victims
of a movement termed patriotism.”

It is a trifle hard for the ordinary citl-
ven to regard the wheat growers, or farm-
ers in general now, for that matter, as
victims of war conditions, These farmers
refuse to regard themselves as profiteers,
yet the statement of Mr. G. E. MecCall, of
the Kansas State College of Agriculture,
regarded as an authority on the subject,
that with wheat at £2.20 a buchel the aver-
age farmer mnets $1.41 profit scarcely
leaves them in the position of victims of
the government-fixed price.  Whether
their profits are $1.41 a bushel or some-
what less, nobody who remembers that a
couple of vears ago $2 wheat represented
the wildest dreams of riches for most of
them is questioning the fairness, even the
liberality, of the present price.

Last July President McAuliffe of the
Lkansas Farmers’ Union told a representa-
tive of The Tribune: “Our people are not
excited about the war. It's too far away.

We're patriotic, though. We'll be
more patriotic if President Wilson fixes
the minimum price of wheat at £2 to the
farmer. At $2.50 we would be wildly pa-|
triotie.” This spirit does not seem to be |
confined to the wheat growers. Ex-Sena-
tor MeLaurin, of South Carolina, told the
Non-Partisan Leaguers that his patriotism
was running low with cotton at six cents,
kut since it had risen to twenty-six cents
he had become a powerful patriot, willing
to shout “Bless the Lord! Let's lick the
Cermans!™

If this isn't exactly the same brand of
“nocket patriotism” which the Non-Parti- |
san League's members denounced so fer-|

to challenge and question of the result,
once for all,

Whatever the recount shows, the Mayor's
rame will appear on the election ballots.
The victory of Mr. Bennett could only re-
sult in extension of the aid and comfort to
Tammany which his primary campaign af-
forded. Probably even he does not imagine
that he could win the election if he were
the Republican nominee, or could, indeed,
do anything but accomplish the defeat of
the best Mayor the city has ever had. But
if, by any combination of circumstances,
such opportunity for mischief legally is
his, he should have his pound of flesh,

Backward Americans

Iiid you notice the little item telling of
Harold Levensalor, of Sebec, Me., twenty-
three years old, one of our conscripts? On
the trip to his camp at Ayer, Mass,, he had
big first ride on a railway. Also, he rode
in his first automobile. Also, he saw
Vis first electric lights and first motion
pictures.

Now, Sebec is not in the North Woods,
1t is only thirty-seven miles northwest of
Fangor, about half way between Bangor
end Moozehead Lake, The Bangor &
Arcostook line passes near by, and the Ca-
radian Pacific only a little further off to
the north. The township has 549 inhabi-
tants .and the whole county, Piseataquis,
ie very sparsely settled. It is not to be
compared with prosperous Aroostook,
where the potatoes come from. Yet, how
could anybody live twenty-three years so
close to everything that is new and inter-
estiig in modern life and know nothing
about it? An able-bodied man could walk
to Bangor in a couple of days if he wanted
to. How are such isolation and insularity
possible in the Eastern States of short
distances and many railroads?

The answer is that isolation and back-

| wardness depend far more upon the com-

munity than upon its accessibility. How
do city slums come into being, for ex-
ample? They may be, often are, around
the corner {rom all the resources of eivil-
ization as we lknow them. So with our
rural slums., Every state has them. Their
character ranges from a poverty-stricken
Maine, farms pitched on

crossroads in

| thin, worthless soil, families still coura-

peous, self-respecting and struggling, but
hopelessly beaten in the fight for a decent
[iving, to such weakened, degenerate stock

bread ought to be a boon to a public com-
plaining of high wheat bread prices, There
is no sign as yet of any real effort to in-
troduce the use of corn bread in commu-
nities like ours, which are unfamillar
with it.

The Assistant Secretary of Agriculture,
Mr. Vrooman, is right when he says that
there is little hope of overcoming the
inertia of the bread makers and flour
handlers unless the government itself
steps in and convinces the public that it
ourht now to be getting an excellent suh-
stitute for white bread at a much lower
rate than it is accustomed to pay for white
Lread. Mr. Vrooman advocates “war res-
taurants” and “war food stores,” run un-
der the puidance of the Federal Food
Board. What is needed ahove everything
eleo is a demonstration that much wheat
bread can easily be supplanted by corn
hread, to the great benefit of the American
consumer. The public eannot work out
its own ealvation in this respect. The im-
petus must come from the government,
which has the resources to make the ex-
periment and the power to coerce the
millers and bakers into cobperating with
its agents.

I'ood conservation bulletins are all right
in their way. But the real thing is the
government-managed war food store and
restaurant.

An Indispensable Diathesis

1f dealers in nostrums were ever in any
way affected by the explosion of worn-
out medical superstitions many of the
most prosperous agiong them would be
sorely dismayed by the discoveries of Dr.
J. B. Berkart in “The British Medical
Journal,” They know their public well
enough, however, to be assured that a bug-
Lear so ancient as uric acid, a bughear so
well established on the authority of so
many trustworthy accusers, cannot lightly
be exorcised by any modern, and so the
Lest evidence in the world will not suffice
to discredit the value of those priceless
solvents which have served =o long to pro-
vide against the ever-growing series of
evils attributed to the gouty habit,

Dr. Berkart's contention is that neither
clinical data nor the results of experi-
mental inguiry afford the slightest proof
of any pathogenic property in uric acid.
In no case have subcutaneous injections

Moreover, a great improvement is diseerni-
ble in the staging of operas, though there
may be some question whether this has kept
pace with the general advance in stagecraft
and the technique of production.

Whenever such contentions are advanced.
defenders of the opera management insist
that it gets the best material available.
Sturting only with his own brains and money,
(scar Hammerstein gave to this city as in-
teresting and stimulating a period of opera
2% it has been my fortune to live through.
He built up, almost overnight, a company
which numbered among itc artists Mary
Garden, Tetragzini, Bressler-Gianeli, whose
Carmen was one of the great ones of the
world; Eleonora de (lsneros, Gerville-
Reache, Boanei, Constantino, Zenatello, Sam-
marco, Dalmores, Renaud, Dufranne, Didur,

« -ince one of the Metropolitan's finest actors,
and for conductor the magielan Campanini.
Why eould not a great organization with
creat resources find material equally good ?

(Jur opera house purports to be &s good
as any in the world, and better than most.
For its charges it should give opera with
the best gingers in the world. It has fallen
helow its old standards. Personally, I think
competition from an individual with brains
wauld produce an amazing improvement, as
Hammerstein's competition improved it a
decade ago. Lacking such improvement, |
<hall eontinue to think that any $6 I pay for
a seat ought to be only $3. C. W. F.

New York, Sept. 2, 1917,

Admiration and Appreciation
To the Editer of The Tribune.

Sir: The American newspaper which is

making the most intelligent and most help-
ru] fight for our side in the war is The New
York Tribune,

Reading The Tribune daily, T am impressed
with the fact that you are making a real
fight for our country; you are concentrating
the energies of your staff wnd your orgun-
ization ta thiz end. The publicity you give
to questions connected with our efforts in
the war—and to our lack of efforgs in rome
very important matters, such as failure to
censor letters and messages going to foreign
countries—is distinetly constructive. You
advocate waging the war, while it lasts, on
2 100 per cent war basis, and until the loyul
men and women of our country realize the
necessity of carrging out this policy we will
sot secomplish what we have sat’out to do.

1 have expressed only a small part of the

admiration and appreciation which you have

earned by your consistently patriotic and
practical editorial and news policies —admira-
tion and appreciation which | feel deeply.
H. S. REAVIS.
New York, Sept. 21, 1917

The Youth of France

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: | take this opportunity to ask you to
permit me to bring your attention te your
article of last Sunday on the Boche losses.
You seem to be under the impression that

f lhﬁ 8 i 't
! substance produced gouty inflamma- o ok elase of 1919 has been mobilized

| the French government, and by virtue of the
| packages which the Red Crosa delivers to the

| indigent, under the direction of our own pris-

ionern.

] Reprizals on the Russian Front
' made in three instalments, each twenty-four
| hours long. The prizoners, shut up by fifties in
cattle cars, remained for twenty-four hours
without any food. Their cars were locked and
barred, so that no one could get out,

The work there consisted of loading trees
on flat platforms, pushing them to the saw-
mills, sawing them up and putting them in

wagone, The pay was 30 pfennigs, or 45 cen- |

times, a day. A canteen sold cakes and honey.
For food barley coffee on rising, farina soup
and potatoes at noon, and in the evening 300
grammes of hread, which, for the sick, was
reduced to 200 grammes, on the plea of econ-
omy, Never any meat—a little piece of rau-
sage once & month. Work lasted from 7 a.m.
te 11:80 a. m. and from 1 p. m. to 6 p, m.
Tihe men slept on the floor without any straw,
in huts sunk into the ground almost to the
rouf and covered with branches and mud. Our
golliers were almost devoured by lice and
mosquitoes, ravaged by malaria and dysen-
tery, deprived of sleep, passing the short
night= of that latitude in contemplation of
the heavens, lightened by the magie of dawna
which follow close to the heels of twilight.
Their packages arrived, after two months
of travel, completely empty. Their corre-
spondence was eut off. For five months their
{ families remained without news of them,

Reprisals on the West Front

Our prisoners, divided in commandos of
one thousand, were sent to this front from
January 1 to MdYy 1. These reprisals ended
on May 1 because their purpose was attained
and their practical uttlity then ceased, Our
men were brovght to our front in order to
construct there the famous Hindenburg line.
It was they, to the number of about thirty
thousand, who dug the aystem of thres or
four lines of trenches and connecting ditches
which constituted the defensive position to
which the so-called “strategic withdrawal”
led.

The reprieal eommandos were brought be- |
hind the front from Armentiéres to Verdun,

The 8th and 9th Commarndos were debarked
at Queant and directed first upon Ervillers,
six kilometres north of Bapsume, and then
upon Villers-les-Gagnicourt, on the road from

Theory and Practice

|Can Woman's Place Be at a Peace
Meeting?
| To the FEditor of The Tribune.
Sir: Do my eyes deceive me, or can it be
| possible that the Mrs. Annie Riley Hale who

Translated From *L'Echo de Paris” by William L. McPherson

The prisoners chosen
the higher grades, in-
tollectuals, students, engineers, industrials,
merchants —all those who, the sstute Boche
thought, would have influence in France and
do there a work of demoralization

At Ervillors our men were quar
factory without a roof, epen to wind and
wenther. They slept on the bare ground or
on manure. At Villers they lived in & half
demolished sugar mill. They received hlan-
kets, which were taken away from them on
the alightest pretext. Their quarters were
recognized by the English aviators and the
Allied artillery respected them. The Germans
eagerly profited by that immunity to accumu-
| 1ate there depots of grenades and exploaives,
| Each prisoner had a daily task a running
metre of trench to dig to 90 centimetres in
depth, with a width of 220 metres. That
| tunk was increased successively to twe and
| then to three running metres. The work was

Bapaume to Cambral.
for this work were of

tered in &

Naval Reserve Defenze-d

What It Has Done fo; Its Membery
and for the Country

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: There has been much talk In thy
newspapers of late concerning the organisg.
tion, or rather lack of it, of the Naval Ry.
serve. If, as is intimated, the Naval Re "
part in pushing the war has been & "‘m
quantity, then perhaps public apinion is jas.
fied in running down this branch of fhe
nervice,

I question, however, the vaiue of ne
eriticism of the warking of any cog iy ogr
complicated and pitifully new war machine,
There are, | am sure, enough West Point and
Annapolis—for which let us render thanks—
men in the service to mdjust matters in s com.
paratively short time. No nne can question
their knowledge of miljtary and naval gp.
goanization. Mistakes made at the beginnipg
are now being rectified by minds trained for
that express purpose. Criticlam from them
builds up what less infarmed knocking de.
stroys. There is nothing mora exasperating
than to have the futility of your chosen en.
terprise pointed out by one wno knows ab.

[

done under the direction of German pio-
| rers. Even the French under-officers and ger-
geant-mujors were condemned to this labor.
Innly the aspirants an
were exempt from work; but they were fom-
pelled to be present under fire, as were also |
| the sick, who received no medical attendance. |
The men set out at 2 o'clock in the morn-
ing and returned only when the day's work
v:as completed. At starting barley coffes was
| passed around, and during the whole work
day, at u temperature of 23 to 25 degrees,
no food was served. At 8 p. m. thera was & |
{hin =oup of barley or rutabaga, a mouthfu!
of pork and a plece of eoffee cake. For bread
a German loaf every four days —sbout 250
grammes a day. No biscuits from the French

d the adjutants-in-chief |

solptely nothing about it Let the news.
papers follow The Tribune's lead and solidify
public opinion on the nation’s Just coursg
in this war, leaving technical matters tp
technicians.

There is much about the Naval Resspy
still unsaid, both pro and con. Much of §
may profitably remain latent.  The induce.
menta offered to secure enlistments last April
were even at that time toe can to be
seriously considered. Those of us who sigred
the papers knew we were swallowing & sugar.
coated pill. The further charges of incom.
petency in the officers are quite trite. Officery
of a newly formed organization sheuld pet
be expected to be perfect at the very outset

J

| practicuble,

government; no packages; no one allowed 10| Thera are some things, 1 imagine, even an

buy anything from civilians or Germans; no  officer can learn.

| mail, Speaking merely as an individual —und what
; I does the individual volea amount to these

| Clabs and Whips days?—I can truthfully say thet the Naml

Reserve has done wonders for ma. [t has put

The German sub-officers who inspected the _
work were armed with clubs or whips, The me in better physical shase than [ have
im- | attained in years. I have learned how ty

punishment of imprisonment, which was
was replaced by the post. Two
hours tied to the pest for every d-f of im-
prisonment. This torturs was inflicted on e :
the return from work, after 6 p. m. Tha suf-| & ship's log. I kave picked up s wo
rer was bound to & post in the snow. | acquaintance with the drill regulations and
Many of our men, refusing to work against | the manual of arms, an ides of the mechan.
us, tried to revolt. They were shut, like wild ism of a Springfleld rifle, a good suggestion
beasts, into cages made of barbed wire, strung of deck seamanship, lf‘d a vague knowledge
on poles. They wers left there without ghel- | of naval routine and etiquette, I usa “vague®
ter and without food until, conquered by advisedly.

hunger and suffering, they begged for mercy. It would be altogether out of place for me

plot a compass courss; how to send and re-
ceive memaphore, wig-wag, blinker light and
international flag hoists; how to writs gp

| The journey from Stuttgart to Suwalki was for fve days.

One of our poor fellows endured this torture

A pupil of the Higher Normal Sechool,
crazed by hunger, escaped from the trench
'where he was working, three hundred metres
from the village of Behagnies, near Bapaume.
He went to the village to seek in the garbage
thrown out of the German kitchens some
<craps of potators and cabbage. He collected
these, boiled them with a little salt and then
devoured the repellent mixture,

The commando stationed at Flabas, which
operated to the south of Caures Wood, near
the tomb of Driant, worked on & trench only
eight hundred metres from our line. The
Garman mitrailleuses were placed behind the
workers, The French fire made numerous
vietims, In Picardy the losses were about ten
killed and a hundred wounded per commando.
Refore Verdun, in the commands of Flabas,
the proportion of thoss who died of hunger
or were killed was 10 per cent. This takes no
account of the wounded.

Prisoners Under Fire

Localities near the front, such as Ervillers,
Saint Léger, Buissy and Villers, were full of
French, English and Russian prisoners, They
were in a frightful state of destitution and
squalor. Many of them had been there for
twn, four, =ix, ten and even fourteen months.
These prizoners, elvilian as well as military,
wers exposed night and day to artillery fire.
Many of them were killed.

The word “reprisal” is, then, an invention
of German duplicity, eoversd by the pretext
that wa have kept German prisoners in the
rear of our lines. It is used to give an ap-
pearance of legitimacy to & diabolical pro-
gramme. By its terrors reprisal facilitates
diseipline and obedience on the part of the
prisoners. It also seeks to effect demoraliza-
tion, with a view to promoting that peace
of which the Boches have so imperious a
need. Reprisal is thus a form of war, It is
war made on prisoners, It debilitates the
French race, decimating it with tuberculosis.
From 20 per cent to 30 per cent of our men
have fallen victims to this methodieal and
geientitic method of assassination,

All this is written without literary polish,
without exaggeration. It carries the convic-
tion of depositions on oath, It is an indict-
ment which is rigorously exact. |

|

| toward incinerating the

to say all that the Naval Reserve has dore

German  naoisanee,

Suffice it to say, it Fas not been altogether

idle. G MM
New Haven, Conn,, Sept. 21, 1017,

Since Nobody Cares

To the Editor of The Tribune
Sir: Your correspondent, "1 A, 0." ob.
jects to my criticism of programme
maker of the Community Chorus, and asserts
that it was the composers of the musie, net
the authors of the verses, o whom credits
were given under each printed poem, If this
was the intention, how does it happen that
David T. Shaw, author of “Columbis, the
Gem of the Ocean,” is et down as the “eom-
poser” of that work, whils the name of
Thomas Becket, the creator of the mutle, is
omitted? Again, why has the programme
maker set the name of Augusta E Stetson
a3 the “composer” of the music sung to the
poem “Love's Lullaby,” of which she hap
pens to he the nuthor? And, yet agal
is the musie of “Annie Laurie” cred
the programme to Lady Scott, who ia

the

alleged

to have written the verses, which, by the
bye, no less &n authority n the late
William Cullen Bryant declares to be

anonymous?

The truth about the whole musical pro
gramme business is that anvhody who
makes a setting of an old song and sticks
his name to it is given the credit of the
original, without regard to truth or justiee
Many collections of old songs are filled witk
errors of this character, und even the
hymnala of the churches contain frequent

 examples of unpardonable deliberate musical

¥ continde,
reators of the

and literary plagiarism., But wi
since nobody ecares, and the ¢
originals are dead?

As for disputed authership, it is often
hard to prove. ! know it from personsl ex-
perience. Forty years ago, when at Yale,
Arther Twining Hadley and [ wrote & “poem.”
This is it:

| “I was a rhizopod, with protaplastic celis;

I had a little nucleus, but I had nothing
else,
But now [ am a man with evoluted power

Yet, ob, my Littla Nucleus, T need thee
every hour”

Now, Madley wrote half af that pesm and

1 the other half. But sometimes b= gets the

| eredit of the whole, and sometimes I get it

“Chny” |

A Further Tribute by the Late Bishop
Doane to His Dog
MAY 24-25, 1002 |
Ile had lived out his life, but not his love;
Daily up steep and wearv stair be came,

| has had such prominence on the front pages| His big heart bursting with the strain, te|

of our dailies this week, because of alleged
disturbanca and arrest at a peace meeting, is
the same Mrs. Annie Riley Hale who, for the
last two years, has written, in theses same’

prove |
flis loneliness without me. Just the same
Ol word of greeting beamed in his deep eye,

With u new look of wonder in it, asking why

dailies, such scornful denunciation of women| ‘"¢ whole creation groars and travails” He

Like the Shakespeare-Bacon « versy, the

matter has never been settled, und, perhaps
never can be, So wa have decided that i
some one will set the verses to music we

will let him sign them and take the credits
and thus get the hurden off our minds, Re
spectfully submitted to all music-makers
FREDERIC W. PANGBORN,
New York, Sept. 21, 1017

Abandoned Orchards Wanted
To the Editor of The Tribune.

2 Y e S i
vently .in capital, .“hat is it? J\N"al.-..:lﬁ the Pineys, of New Jersey, or the
ently, it makes a difference whose ox is | ». ..oy Whites, of Rockland County, New

gored. The business men and manufact-|york, Somewhere in between and of vary-

vrers typified by the membership of the ing fibre and possibilities are the moun.
Chamber of Commerce of the United taineers of Tennessee mnd that whole

HOR 18 the JANIIs.EE tendons of amm§]5. | or is about to be called to the colors. This
and if d‘-’P":‘”“’ more: 0L less resembl:.ng is inexact. I have charge here of the mili-
gouty tophi have occasionally been in- tary affairs and I can assure you that this
duced in this way, it was only when the class has not even been what we call
quantities used exceeded those ohserved in “recensée™ that is to say, that the young
human cases by sbout thirty. And even men who belong to this class have not yet

presuming to aek for the vote?

Can it be that she vho preached so em- |
phatieally the seclusion of women in their
homes, the immoadesty of their sallying forth
therefrom, should have so far forgotten her
feminine instincts as to go to & peace meet-

! Finding me dumb and h:!pless, dawn again

then the identity of the deposits with the

been usked to register (as was done here the

And I there faced the mystery of pain, Sir: Has any one an chandaned orchard or
one in little commercial uss the fruit of
whieh he will donate to the Netional Plank
Flower and Fruit Guild, 70 I'i‘th Avenut
New York? We will huy the crop outright
just as it stands, if payment is desired and
if sold cheap, and will send pick rs to gathet

Ie went, unanswered, with the dawn to die,
And find the mystery opined with the key,
"Thef creature from corrupticn’s bondage
ree,"”
WILLIAM CROSWELL DOANE,

States are “capitalists.” | strange race of fine old Americans gone to

This erganization does not regard itself
as likely to be victimized by price-fixing. |
It says to the government that the opera-

ed in the Appalachian highlands.

There is a yarn of another Maine dl=-
trict, a rocky spine projecting into Casco
Bay, somewhere north of Portland, On it

Hel

. s A ith of June for Ameri ili
kind go often associated with gout was at gyey und,: t:: c,r::::;ﬂ:nh?::_m el

least questionable. I do not believe personally that this regis-
In a word, Dr. Berkart ins

ists that uric tration, which requires a law from Farlia-|

acid has been found guilty upon the most

ment, will take place before November, which |

tion of business has been vitally affected :
' 5 k live a small group of farmer-fishermen

by the price-fixing slready in effect. There : : -

y ¢ obtaint sunolies § who have intermarried for generations, It

g usnran.ca of obtaining suppiies In .. yerhaps twenty miles to Bangor, the

competition with the government as & pur-| payrest town. On a certain Sunday father

chaser, and no way of knowing what costs set out afoot with his twenty-five-year-old

will be and, consequently, what prices son to give him his first sight of a city.!

idicul Y idad b S would mean that the men would not be called
Tidiculousiy Ins equate evidence, and r:mt before Junuary or February, 1918—that is to
only is the use of the pretended remedies say, that these future soldiers will be nineteen
to cure the various functional derange- Years of age when they will serve and will

ts {v Tesi o certainly not be sent to the front before June
ments and organic lesions which are July of next year. This class forms,

wrongly attributed to uric acid recom- therefore, s surplus of about 300,000 for the
mended upon a baseless hypothesis, but it French army. FRANCAIS.

ought to be. But the remedy for this re- |
pult of price-fixing is more price-fixing. It
must continue, the Chamber urges, until
prices are fixed for every basic industry, |
cven until the prices are fixed for labor
entering into the production of all articles |
¢n which prices are fixed. Otherwise,
work eannot go on.

This matter of price-fixing and the wip-
ing out of profiteering fs a vast issue, with
many angles. It might pay the perfervid
erators of the Non-Partisan League to
consider, for instance, the fact that the
United States Steel Corporation, which
they'd probably consider the greatest
profiteer and exploiter of them ull, hus
gince the beginning of 1916 raised the
wages of its employes in the aggregate
gbout GO per cent. There is altogether too
much indiscriminate denunciation eof

i1

Come to Bangoe, father started to take
son across the Boston & Maine tracks
which cut the main street at grade. Just
then a Dar Harbor express came whoop-

| ing down from the north. It was too much

for son.
“Babe!

He fled with a yell, father ealling
Babe!” after him in vain. Ac-

is mischievous also, because it allures the
unwary sufferer by specious advertise-
ments of its effectiveness to have recourse
| to it and continue with it until its failure
is evident.”

| However, it really does not matter. The
| classical type of acute gout is not so com-

New York, Sept. 23, 1917.

Imperial Contempt
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: 'The hypocrisy of the Cerman Em-
peror has never been better illustrated than
by his phrase “The material power of arms
must be superseded by the moral power of

cording to tradition, son was only con-|mon in this country that the dispensers of | rjgne.»

veved to the far side of the metropolis by

|solvents need be troubled about it, and

If the Kaiser reully believes what he has

hpir:ng led up l:'htn trm'k' to a street that|ginees the gouty diathesis has been ex- | always claimed, viz,, that he rules by di-
crossed on a bridge. No colt could have (tended so as to embrace an incredible vine right and that his sarmies will conquer

Leen shyer.

There may be spots in the West to cor-
respond with these Eastern islands. But
they are not frequent. Provinciality is
the product not of remoteness, but pri-
marily of plain economie failure. Almost
without exception the downhearted, un-
ambitions, degenerating community has
cast its lot upon a poor, hopeless soil. The
West is still seratching its golden surface
and the chance for backward tendencies

| variety of possibilities, patients will not be
unduly worried by the failure of the uric
| acid hypothesis. If the worst comes to the
worst the devisers of cures can change the
name, and the solvent will still be as
magical ag ever. If gout itself were to be
abolished it would be another matter; but
even then the doctors themselves would be
chliged to invent some equivalent to ac-
count for conditions otherwise unaccount-
able.

| through divine guidance, then it must be his
Lelief that armies under such leadership con-
stitute the “morul power o right” By the
 same reasoning the forces of the Allies,
fighting as they sre against divinely led
| troops, are nothing more than the “material
power of arms."

Stripped, then, of its high!y moral sheep-
skin, his wolfish dietum reads thus: *“The
| material power of the Allied arms must he
superseded by the moral power of the di-

vinely led German armies.”

OLIVER HERFORD.
New York, Sept, 23, 1917.

ing with horrid men?

! was further horrified by reading her
statement that she had electioneered for Wil-
son last fall.

To think that a womun who declares that
women have neither the brains, emotional
qualities, fitness, time nor right to vole
should hasten out to spend time #elling other
| folks, both men end women, how to vote, is
| surely to realize that we are living in & de-
| moralized world. STELLA CROSSLEY.

Herkimer, N, Y., Sept. 20, 1017.

“The Choice™”
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As an advocate of Mayor Mitchel’s
| reelection, 1 commend strongly vour leader
“The Choice” in to-day’s Tribune, and with
it Mr. Hughes’as declaration that “Mayor
Mitchel's administration is the best the eity
ever had” It is, ag you have well said, “a |
smooth running, economically administered |

[These additional lines were contributed
by Mr. H. H. Wells, of Brewster, N. Y.
The Tribune wishes to thank its many
readers who have responded to the request

i, If the crop can be donated we will giv®
the orchard two complete snrayings nest
spring and summer, and otherw:se attend t0
its future cultivation. As & result of » tef-
line item in The Tribuna the guild cbtained

for Bishop Doane’ 08, —
P i - verie:__E.:_n‘] sdvance orders for delivery in October !';'
. ) nearly 1,600 big bags of appics st §1 each
T'he Expedient of Sharp Words and are much in need of additicnal orchardt
To the Editor of The Tribune. to fill them. This is an experiment in ¥
new work of conserving wasting ereph

Sir: Would some one, to use a not en-

Wherever there is a waste crop threaten

tirely new expression, the gift give us to see it loss of market we will rash labor to it

curselves, ate.

“The Choice™ editorial in this morning's
Tribune, by the touchstone of the Senteh-
man's line of poetry, posaesses unexpected in- |
terest for a poor, misguided vatur. '

In the fourth parsgraph yoa say that on
r}_u- part of the Democrats “thers was.a per-
sistent campaign of misrepresentation, |:fi
mud-slinging, of personal abuse.”

Yet in each paragraph to the end of the

editorial I find: “local pride and local preju- |

| in consideration of its low price

NATIONAL PLANT, FLOWER AND FRUIT
GUILD.  G. L. REES, Food Director.
New York, Sept. 19, 1817,

A Bit for the Railroads to Do
To the Editor of The Tribune
Sir: As nearly every one is crying “De
your bit,” don't you think that the railroads
might do their “bit" also? There are & num-
ber of young men who have given up busi-

; " ; v
_ruatscss.t .A"d. s'o it is viewed u{: ut Lt_a- 'cice, played on by astute politicians”; “men- | pess college and different positions and pro-
umbis University, of which the Mayor is aced by the Tiger's hunger for jobs and con- fnas;oas 16 “do their bit” and who are sta

an slumnus, and when he received, last June,
his LL. D). from President Butler, the latter
spoke as follows: “Sixth in the great series |
of mayora that Columbia has given to the’
metropolitan city it loves and serves; bring- |
ing to this vast and many sided community |
ull the rosources of a high intelligence and |
a fins character. Knowing no end but the'
publie good, the highest type of devoted and
courageouzs public servant.Y High praise
indeed, but does it not rightly belong to this |
conscientious public officer and fa'thful mil-
itant patriot? J. C. PUMPELLY, |

New York, Sept. 21, 1917,

tracts”; “turning over of the city depart-
ments to that wppetite for plunder”;
“Tammany starved by years of exclusion
from power."”

From which one might hastily conelude
that the expedient of sharp words is not over-
looked by either side, least of all by the
avowed impartial observer of the people's
rights, the newspaper.

And why not make “The Cheice™ a fairer
and wider one by taking even the most casual
note of the activities of Mr. Bennett before
the primaries? HUMOR IN POLITICS.

New York, Sept. 21, 1917,

live

tioned in und about New York and who =

out of town, and when they get a chanee
get home for a few hours, take the ads antage
to see their families; but the fares on the
railroads are 8o high that a number are uA®
able to get home. Why does nct some one try
to get the roads to either give a pass oOF
make some special rates to these young men,
who are compelled to wear their uniformi
You are a strong paper and seem to

an interest in what is right, and don't ye®
think that you could do something sbout it
JAMES A. JENKINS.
Mount Vernon, N. Y., Sept. 22, 1017,



